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For readers encountering Gramsci for the first time, Steve Jones covers key elements of his thought

through detailed discussion and studies the historical context of the theorist's thought, offers

examples of putting Gramsci's ideas into practice in the analysis of contemporary culture and

evaluates responses to his work.Including British, European and American examples, key topics

covered here include:* culture* hegemony* intellectuals* crisis* Americanization.Gramsci's work

invites people to think beyond simplistic oppositions by recasting ideological domination as

hegemony: the ability of a ruling power's values to live in the minds and lives of its subalterns as a

spontaneous expression of their own interestsIs power simply a matter of domination and

resistance?Â Can a ruling power be vulnerable? Can subordinates find their resitance neutralized?

and What is the role of culture in this? These questions, and many more are tackled here in this

invaluable introduction to Gramsci.Â 
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Very clear explication of his ideas and places them coherently into the current context. Good

gateway into Gramscian thought. Demonstrates what a truly extraordinary thinker Gramsci was.

Dr. Jones at one point argues that the political ideology of non-violence, anti-war, anti-authoritarian

(Left) The Left though perhaps most people do not know, the Left is egalitarian, which means dignity

and respect for all humans and especially an advocate for silenced and abused labor class to

receive proper dignity to labor. Jones argued that Left aspired because imperialism which is far from

the truth. Imperialism is greatest evil to the Left.

Hegemony, the iron fist in a velvet glove, is the way of the puppet master. Gramsci is as true now as

when he was imprisoned by Mussolini in the 1920s.

Today's impatient Thinkers may not appreciate this slow burn read but, Gramsci keeps the overall

aesthetic effect appealing and full of unpredictability until the suspenseful and bloodsoaked final

page.
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